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About GCU

ÅLocated in Phoenix AZ

Å25,000+ traditional students & 90,000+ online

ÅEnvironmental Program 

ÅMany other programs with capstone courses
ÅEnvironmental Science

ÅBiology

ÅEngineering

ÅTechnology

ÅPublic Health



Environmental, 
Health & Safety

ÅSupporting employee and student 
safety on campus

ÅEnvironmental Programs
ÅAir

ÅExposure monitoring

ÅHaz waste

ÅWater

ÅHealth & Safety ïmany programs

ÅEducation & Outreach



Volunteering Guidelines

ÅCourses with required volunteer hours:

ÅEnv-305: Environmental Management and 
Sustainability (30 hrs) 

ÅBio-479: Field Research (100 hrs)

ÅExpectations:

ÅEssential work (not busy work)

ÅStudent initiated

ÅStudents have connected with Game & 
Fish, USDA, ADEQ and others



Unique Student Perspective

ÅStrive to make a difference

ÅEmbrace technology

ÅGood communicators



Leveraging Student Involvement

Student Benefits

ÅApplying academic lessons

ÅDiscovering areas of interest

ÅLearning practical skills

ÅNetworking with professionals

Organizational Benefits

ÅRenewal of big picture 

ÅFresh perspective on typical 
problems

ÅAdditional manpower for 
problem-solving



Setting up the Program

ÅInterview

ÅMentoring sessions

ÅProject Assignment 

ÅStudent tasks
ÅResearch background/ develop 

Scope of Work
ÅInterview/coordinate with key 

personnel
ÅComplete fieldwork assessment
ÅIdentify solutions and evaluate 

costs/benefits
ÅPresent final project summary



Past and Current Projects

ÅCurrent
ÅHazardous waste review ïidentify areas to reduce generation

ÅStormwater feature assessment

ÅMock-phase I assessment

ÅDrywell flow measurement 

ÅPast
ÅTurf assessment

ÅPaint booth 

ÅPigeon management



Project Pesky 
Pigeon
Created and Presented by: Matthew Meyer



Pigeons

Feathered Friends or Pooping Problems?



A Closer Look

ÅVery few natural predators

ÅMate for life

ÅWill return to nesting sites

ÅCongregate in high numbers

ÅFlock sizes range from 8-100 birds

ÅPoop causes a variety of issues

ÅAverage pigeon will poop up to 30 

times a day 



Negative 
Consequences

ÅUnsightly
ÅOff-putting toward prospective 

students and investors

ÅStains buildings 
ÅCorrodes buildings, visible stains 

after cleaning

ÅHealth issues
ÅHistoplasmosis, Cryptococcosis, 

and Psittacosis are all respiratory 
diseases that stem from pigeon 
poop



It Canõt Be that Bad, Right?



Juniper Hall ð Building 84



Technology ð Building 57



Saguaro Hall ð Building 46


